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message; and" 




controLmeans7or accepting only a selection out of the outputted data for a reply as 
themessage. 



2. (AS ONCE AMENDED) An electronic news system according to claim 1 , further 
comprising: 

fixed form reply managing means for managing a plurality of fixed form replies by data 
for respectively specifying said plurality of replies, and 

totaling means for totaling a number of the selections of each of fixed form replies as the 
reply to the message, and storing results of the totalization of each of fixed form replies to the 
message in relation to said specifying data. 

3. (AS ONCE AMENDED) An electronic news system according to claim 1 , wherein 
said control means has means for accepting an input of a free form reply to the message, and 
managing the inputted free form reply in relation to data to specify said message. 

4. (AS ONCE AMENDED) An electronic news system according to claim 2, wherein 
said control means has means for accepting an input of a free form reply to the message, and 
managing the inputted free form reply in relation to data to specify said message. 

5. (AS ONCE AMENDED) An electronic news system according to claim 1, wherein 
said data for a fixed form reply is one kind or the combination of plural kinds of data selected 
from a plurality of kinds including text, still picture, speech, sound and moving pictures. 



6. (AS ONCE AMENDED) An electronic news system according to claim 1, wherein 
said control means includes means for causing said output means to output data for a fixed 
form reply of the kind which fits contents of the message. 



> 



Z^RVE^TMES AMENDED) An electronicjiewOy^ apparatus-^ 
and a server apparatus which manages-^rTelectronic message and a reply to said message 
transmitted from the cjjj 

storaj 
mes&a3fe-~an3~sto^ 



Apparatus, said client apparatus comprising: 
Teans for storing data for a fixed form reply, inputted in advance of the 
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Ai --rrTput means tor inputting the electronic messaae-wtfoeu^ ri^ a r o jo ly to 

v ^ said message; 



output means for outputtmepthe message with said data for a fixed form reply to the 
message retrieved frorp^aid storage means, said data for the fixed form reply independent of 
the message; 

control crfeans for accepting only a selection out of the outputted data for a reply as the 
reply to the prfessage; and 

ins for transmitting the selection. 

8. (AS UNAMENDED) An electronic news system according to claim 7, wherein the 
client apparatus comprises means for accepting an input of a free form reply to the message in 
said control means, and the server apparatus comprises free form reply managing means for 
managing the free form reply transmitted from the client apparatus in relation to data for 
specifying said message. 






9,^a¥E-TtM ES AMENDED) An e l etl i unii i lews-systemjncl^^ client apparatus 
and a server apparatus which manages electronic messages transmittedjrc 
apparatus, comprising: 

said server apparatus comprising: 

storage means for storing data for a fixed^feffm reply, inputted in advance of the 
electronic messages and stored separatelv^wn the electronic messages; 

communication control means JpMransmitting said data for a reply to the client 
apparatus; 

said client apparatus comprising: 

receiving control me^ns for receiving said data for a fixed form reply sent from the 
server apparatus, said ddta for a fixed form reply independent of the electronic messages; 

input means f0r inputting the electronic message without information about a reply to 
said message; 

output mefans for outputting the message with the received data for the fixed form reply 
to the messag^; ^ 

control means for accepting only a selection out of the outputted data for a reply as the 
reply to th^messaggfand " — J 

trafnsmission control means for controllingthelransf^ 
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^©ply-tu the reiver apparatus^ 



10. (AS ONCE AMENDED) An electronic news system according to claim 9, wherein 
the client apparatus comprises fixed form reply managing means for managing a plurality of 
fixed form replies by data for respectively specifying said plurality of replies, and communication 
control means for transmitting specifying data of the selected reply to the server apparatus as a 
reply, and the server apparatus comprises communication control means for receiving the 
specifying data transmitted from the client apparatus as a reply, and totaling means for totaling 
a number of the selections of each reply as the reply to the message based on said specifying 
data, and storing the results of the totalization of each reply to said message in relation said 
specifying data. 



1 1 . (AS UNAMENDED) An electronic news system according to claim 9, wherein the 
client apparatus comprises means for accepting an input of a free form reply to the message in 
said control means, and the server apparatus comprises free form reply managing means for 
managing free form reply transmitted from the client apparatus in relation to data for specifying 
said message. 

12. (AS UNAMENDED) An electronic news system according to claim 10, wherein the 
client apparatus comprises means for accepting an input of a free form reply to the message in 
said control means, and the server apparatus comprises free form reply managing means for 
managing the free form reply transmitted from the client apparatus in relation to data for 
specifying said message. 





13^-tSlXTIMES AMENDED) An electronicTTe^ a clie nt apparatus 

and a server apparatus which manages an electronic messagerSna a reply to said message 
transmitted from the client apparatus, 

said server apparatus conjpriSTng: 

storage means for^ttffhg data for a first fixed form reply, stored separately from the 
electronic messag^ifidependent from the electronic message, and inputted in advance of the 
message; 

imunication control means for transmitting the data for the first fixed form reply to the 
clien^appai^tus, 
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jsauH plipnt nppnrnti ir nnmpri^ j p g - 



receiving control means for receivingjbe-fifst data for the first fixed form reply sent from 
the server apparatus; 

storage means for stpwlg data for a second fixed form reply, stored separately from the 
message; 

input meaj^for inputting the electronic message without information about a reply to 

said m 

output means for outputting the message with said data for the first fixed form reply or 
the sepond fixed form reply; 

control means for accepting only a selection out of the outputted data for the first fixed 
foyfn reply or the second fixed form reply based on the category of the message as the reply to 
t¥ 

"means for controlling the transmission for transrfttt^^ reply out of the datj, 

for the first fixed form reply or the second fixed form reply to the serverlippS 



14. (AS ONCE AMENDED) An electronic news system according to claim 13, wherein 
the server apparatus comprises fixed form reply managing means for managing a plurality of 
first fixed form replies with data for respectively specifying said replies, and means for 
transmitting the specifying data of the first fixed form reply to the client apparatus along with 
said reply, 

the client apparatus comprises fixed form reply managing means for managing a 
plurality of second fixed form replies with the data for respectively specifying said replies, and 
means for causing said transmission controlling means to transmit the selected second reply or 
the selected specifying data of the first reply to the server apparatus as a reply, 

said server apparatus further comprises means for transmitting specifying data of the 
second fixed form reply to the client apparatus, and means for receiving the second reply or 
specifying data of the first reply transmitted from the client apparatus as a reply in said 
communication control means, and totaling means for totaling a number of the selections of 
each reply as the reply to the message based on said specifying data, and storing the results of 
the totalization of each reply to said message in relation said specifying data, 

said client apparatus further comprises means for receiving the specifying data of the 
second fixed form reply sent from the server apparatus in said receiving control means, and 
means for outputting the stored second fixed form reply based on said specifying data in said 
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output means. 

15. (AS UNAMENDED) An electronic news system according to claim 13, wherein the 
client apparatus comprises means for accepting an input of a free form reply to the message in 
said control means, and the server apparatus comprises free form reply managing means for 
managing the free form reply transmitted from the client apparatus in relation to data for 



specifying said message. 



16. (AS UNAMENDED) An electronic news system according to claim 14, wherein the 
client apparatus comprises means for accepting an input of a free form reply to the message in 
said control means, and the server apparatus comprises free form reply managing means for 
managing the free form reply transmitted from the client apparatus in relation to the data for 
specifying said message. 



4?r^(FlVETIMES AMENDED) A recordingT^^ by a computer which 

manages an electronic message and a reply to said message, comprising: 

program code means for causing S£id-c6mputer to store data for a fixed form reply in 
said computer, the fixed form repl^belng stored in advance of the electronic message and 
separately from the electronip-fhessage; 

program code rp£ans for inputting the electronic message without information about a 
reply to said message; 

program code means for causing said computer to^utput the message with said data 
for a repjy^to the message, said data for a reply independent of the message; and 

program code means for causing said computer to ^ccept only a selection out of the 
feddata for a repiy^the^^ply to said messac 
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18. (AS ONCE AMENDED) A recording medium according to claim 17, further 
^ comprising: 



program code means for causing said computer to manage a plurality of fixed form 
replies with data for respectively specifying said replies; and 

program code means for causing said computer to total a number of the selections of 
each reply as the reply to the message and store the results of totaling the totalization of each 
reply to said messages in relation to said specifying data. 
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19. (AS ONCE AMENDED) A recording medium according to claim 17, further 
comprising: 

program code means for causing said computer to accept an input of a free form reply 
to the message; and 

program code means for causing said computer to manage the inputted free form reply 
in relation to data for specifying said message. 

20. (AS ONCE AMENDED) A recording medium according to claim 18, further 
comprising: 

program code means for causing said computer to accept an input of the free form reply 
to the message; and 

program code means for causing said computer to manage the inputted free form reply 
in relation to data for specifying said message. 






2tHFDUR TIMES AMENDED)XmesSSge-systera^^ 

a reply data storage device storing a plurality^oHiXeSTorm reply sets, each fixed form 
^^reply set containing a plurality of replies^ 

an input device for inputJiR^an electronic message without information about a reply to 
said message; 

a controllerpe£eiving the message from a host and allowing a user to retrieve a reply 
from a fixed fopm reply set stored in the reply data storage device\the fixed form reply set 
independepii of the message, inputted in advance of the message, jand stored separately from 
the menage; and 

output device^Dtputting the selected reply to thehj 

22. (AS UNAMENDED) The message system as recited in claim 21 wherein, the 
controller selects a fixed form reply set based on a category of the message. 

23. (AS UNAMENDED) The message system as recited in claim 21 wherein, the reply 
sets can include video or audio data. 

24. (AS UNAMENDED) The message system as recited in claim 21 wherein, the host 




7 



Docket No. 1083.1046 
Serial No: 08/991,855 



receives a plurality of the outputted selected fixed form replies and displays a bar graph 
illustrating a frequency of responses. 






£5T7FOUR TIMES AMENDED^ 
computer program instructing a computer to perform: 

storing a plurality of fixed form reply sets, each-fixed form reply set containing a plurality 
of replies; 

inputting an electronic mess^gewithout information about a reply to said message; 
storing the message separately from the fixed form reply sets, the message being 
inputted after the fixed form reply sets; 

receiving the/fiessage from a host; 
selecting^'fixed form reply set independent of the message; 
allowing a user to choose a reply from the selected fixed form r^ply set; 
sending the chosen re ply to the host; and 




the frequency of^cFiSseft-feplies sent4Q4t=tei1ost. 





26T~TTCEWyA method of managing an electronic message^anthrepl y cho i c es 
electronic message, comprising: 

storing data for fixed form replies in advance-effhe electronic message; 
outputting the electronic message^itfithe stored data for the fixed form replies; and 
selecting, subsequent to ippdfting the electronic message, certain of the outputted fixed 
form replies as the reply chpkies to the message. 



27. (NEW)/he method according to claim 26, further comprising: 
managing the fixed form replies by data respectively specifying the fixed form replies; 
totaling a number of the selections pf each of the fixed form replies as the reply choices 
to the message; and 

>ring results of the totalizatioj><5f each of the fixed form replies to the message in 
relatica^ rtfie^gpe 

REMARKS 

In accordance with the foregoing, claims 1, 7, 9, 13, 17, 21, and 25 have been 
amended. Claims 26 and 27 have been added. Claims 1-27 are pending and under 
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